TTEMPTS by

the Serbs to

keep Yugosla-

via together

by using the

army and air
force, which they control,
seem sure to fail.

The violence merely stiffens
the determination of the
Slovenes and Croats to get out.
Can you blame them®%

An indication of the way the
Serbs see their northern neigh-
bours has just been provided by
one Serb Communist leader,
Vojislav Seselj: ‘We do noft need
to waste bullets on the Croats’,
he gloated. ‘All we need is some
rusty spoons fo dig their eyes
out’.

Clearly Yugoslavia in its
present form cannot continue to
exist. And that makes it all the
more strange that Western gov-
ernments should still be prop-
ping up this doomed federation.

When professional diplomats —
what that great man of the peo-
ple, Harry S. Truman, contemp-
tuously called ‘the pin-striped
pants boys’ — are absolutely
united on a proposition, you can
be pretty sure it is wrong.

Corrupt

The diplomats of the State De-
partment, the Foreign Office and
the other EC powers have com-
bined to try to stop the Slovenes
and the Croats from seeking in-
dependence. They could not be
more misguided.

These two small but industri-
ous and brave peoples have as
much right to run their own af-
fairs as the British, the Ameri-
cantss or the French, Look at the
facts.

Yugoslavia is a total and
irredeemable failure. For
nearly half a century it
has been run by a brutal,
corrupt and incompetent
Communist regime.

THe regime is still there and is
as nasty and incapable as ever.
The country is bankrupt. The
currency is almost worthless.
There is hyperinflation, high un-
employment and growing vio-
lence. Ordinary Yugoslavs vote
with their feet by emigrating, if
they can.

The Slovenes and Croats are
unanimous they will do better
for themselves on their own —
and they are dead right. Yugo-
slavia has never worked because
it is an artificial creation. It is
the brain-child of a British uni-
versity professor, R.W. Seton-
Watson, who persuaded the For-
eign Office to make if a reality
%‘t, the end of the First World

ar.

The Serbs, whose bellicosity
had been one of the main causes
of that terrible war, had been
our ally, and the idea was to
reward them. Since the Austro-
Hungarian Empire was being
broken up anyway, it was de-
cided to transfer its Slav prov-
inces to this new ‘Union of the
South Slavs’, which was fto be in
effect under Serbian control.

Hostility

The British knew the package
was clumsy buf argued it was
better than ‘Balkanisation’ — al-
most the worst term of abuse,
then as now, in Foreign Office
vocabulary — half-a-dozen small
sfates, not viable, and always
fighting each other.

But Yugoslavia had from the
start grave handicaps: three reli-
gions (Catholicism, Orthodoxy
and Islam), different alphabets,
half a dozen languages and six
main races. Moreover, the racial
pattern did not always follow the
provincial borders, with minori-
ties of most of the races within
the major components.

This problem has grown stead-
ily and now constitutes a fearful
danger to Yugoslavia’s internal
peace, since some minorities, es-
pecially the Moslem Mon-
tenegrins and Albanians, have
very high birth-rates, thus pro-
voking fear and violence..

Seton-Watson himself soon re-
alised that the sysfem did not
work, since the arrogant Serbs
ran the country not as a federa-
tion but as a Serb empire.

As early as 1921 he wrote: “The
situation in Yugoslavia reduces
me to . I have no con-
fidence in the nmew constitution
and its absurd centralism.’ Seven
years later he washed his hands
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of his own creation: the Serbs
and Croats, he said, ‘should be
left to stew in their own juice. I
think they are both mad.’

During the Second World War,
the smouldering hostility between
the races broke out intd a civil
war which killed one in ten of
the population. The British comi~
pounded earlier errors by backing
the Communist leader, Marshal
Tito.

Hence when peace came,
the Serb monarchy, bad
enough in itself, was re-
placed by the Communist
Party, which was far
worse.

The Serbs remained dominant,
in the army, the secret police,
the federal bureaucracy and the
party machine.

The Slovenes and Croats have
always found this infolerable:
You have only got to fravel
through Yugoslavia to see why.

An invisible line runs through
the country. North and west of it
is the civilisation of central Eu-
rope. South and East of it are
the Balkans, ruined and cor-
rupted by cenfuries of Turkish
occupation. That line is the fron-

tier of the old Austro-Hungarian
Empire, and it is striking how
little has changed since it was
broken up.

So long as the Yugoslav Com=-
munist Party was self-confident
and its secref police all-powerful;
the Slovenes and Croats had no
alternative but to grin and bear
it.

But now that Yugoslavia is de-
monstrably as big an economic
and political failure as the Soviet
Union, its more advanced peoples
— like the Latvians, Lithuanians
and Estonians in the USSR —
are getting out.

Suffered

This has alarmed the striped-
pants boys. As always, they pre-
fer to keep small peoples tidied
up into big, convenient units, be-
lieving they cause less troublé.

That is a fallicy. Look at Iraq,
another collection of incompati-
bles, a.rtlﬁcxauy created by the
Foreign Office at almost exactly
the same time as they were
putting Yugoslavia fogether.

Winston Churchill, the minister
responsible, later — like Seton-
Watson — came to see it was a
mistake. He called Iraq ‘the un-

grateful volcano’. What on earth
would he have said now?

We are always putting together
these unstable packages. The
West Indies Federation was one,
the Central African Federation
another. Where are they foday?
Gone with the wind.

Slovenia and Croatia know
very well that they are small and
need. links with a bigger unit.
But both are much larger than
Luxembourg, and the unit they
want, to belong fo is the Euro-
pean - Community, which has
made Luxembourg one of the
most prosperous small states on
earth.

These ancient ges have a
perfect historical right to belong
to an organisation which calls
itself ‘European’.

And, in view of the way they
have suffered from Britain’s mis-
takes in the past, we have a par-
ticular moral obligation to give
them our support.

John Major, a man
rightly proud of his com~
mitment to freedom,
should take a hand in
this.

If the Slovenes and Croats can
show they are really in charge, ..
with working de facto govern-
ments, we should give them
8] y recognition. Major himself

should look with favour on their
%iél for early association with the

He would be doing himself a
favour, foo, by showing that it is
he and his cabinet who run
Britain’s foreign policy — not
the striped-pants boys.



