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The ballot box 
or the tank? 

BALKANISATION — the very term, 
synonymous with the anarch ic f rag-
mentat ion of states — strikes dread 
into the hea r t of world leaders who 
prefer stability to chaos. So it is n a t -
ural t h a t they should instinctively 
want to use their inf luence to coun-
ter the break-up of Yugoslavia. 

B u t the m e n and women who live in 
Croatia a n d Slovenia have voted mas-
sively in favour of independence. And 
no a t t e m p t by t he Communi s t 
s t rongman of Serbia to lock them in 
by armed force should be underwri t -
ten by Western diplomacy or Western 
aid. 

The European Communi ty should ex-
ert such leverage as i t has to. keep 
the peace, ra ther t h a n to pu t t he 
pieces back together again. 

If Yugoslavia can only be. cemented by 
blood, a s t he free verdict of the ballot 
box is overturned by the tank, t h e n it 
is not wor th preserving. 


