Defensive force that changed tactics
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The air force is made up of
fighter squadrons equipped
with Soviet MiG-21s and the
latest MiG-29s, and ground
attack and reconnaissance
units using locally made fighter-trainers. Armaments include
two types of air-to-ground missiles, the US AGM-65 Maverick
and the Soviet AS-7 Kerry. Its
combat helicopters include versions of the French Gazelle,
made under licence.
The army is financed by the
federal budget, and not by the
individual republics. About 47
per cent of the federal budget,
or $2bn (£1.2bn), was allocated
to the army last year. This
accounts for 3 per cent of GDP.
The finances are used specifically for the running costs of
the army, and pensions.
The army supplements its
income through some of the
revenue from arms exports,
which last year totalled more
than $4bn.

