
Cometh * 
the hour.. A ' 
• Who is respons ib le for t h e 
a b o u t - t u r n i n A m e r i c a n policy 
on Yugos lavia? T h e a n s w e r 
is ev iden t ly L a w r e n c e 
Eag leburge r , t h e 60-year-old 
US depu ty s ec re t a ry of s ta te . 

A f o r m e r a m b a s s a d o r to 
Belgrade, h e h a s accompl i shed 
t h e sh i f t v i r tua l ly single-
h a n d e d . N o longe r is t h e B u s h 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n u p h o l d i n g t h e 
u n i o n a t a n y cost , b e i n g n o w 
r e a d y to of fer Slovenia a n d 
Croa t i a t h e p rospec t of 
recogni t ion provided t h a t 
i ndependence is r eached by 
peace fu l m e a n s . 

Caree r d ip lomat Eag l ebu rge r 
is no t one of t h e con f idan t s 
s u r r o u n d i n g t h e sec re t a ry of 
s t a t e h imsel f , J a m e s Baker . 
Whi le m a n y of t h e i n n e r circle 
s u c h a s chief s p o k e s w o m a n 
Marga re t T u t w i l e r a r e ab le 
t ac t ic ians , t he i r g r a sp of 
h i s to ry is ques t ionab le . 

Bake r ' s r e cen t speech on 
Yugoslavia , r a i s i ng t h e spec t re 
of t h e 1914 B a l k a n cr is is i n 
po in t ing to t h e r i sks of 
d isorder sp r ead ing in cen t r a l 
Europe , m a y h a v e been well 
i n t ended . It ce r ta in ly m a d e 
m a n y s t a t e d e p a r t m e n t ca ree r 
d ip lomat s g r i m a c e a t t h e 
f l awed c o m p a r i s o n w i t h t h e 
r u n - u p to World W a r One. 

By con t r a s t , E a g l e b u r g e r 
h a s s h o w n r e f r e s h i n g 
conf idence a n d c a n d o u r . He 
deplored t h e Se rb ian Marxis t s , 
a n d spoke ou t ea r ly in f a v o u r 
of t h e " m a r k e t o r ien ted , 
democ ra t i c " forces i n Slovenia 
a n d Croat ia . T h e c e n t r a l 
g o v e r n m e n t w a s f a s t los ing 
re levance , h e sa id i n t h a t 
wheezy voice b e t r a y i n g h i s 
e m p h y s e m a . 

Alas for Baker , h i s speech 
h a s r e b o u n d e d i n a c c u s a t i o n s 
t h a t h i s s t a t ed app rova l of 
p re se rv ing t h e t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t eg r i ty of Yugos lav ia m a y 
h a v e e n c o u r a g e d t h e Serbian-
d o m i n a t e d Yugos lav ian 
mi l i t a ry ' s dr ive to c r u s h t h e 
b r e a k a w a y republ ics . T h e 
c h a r g e is u n f a i r a s it over-
e s t i m a t e s no t on ly h i s own, 
b u t W a s h i n g t o n ' s in f luence . 

E v e n so, t h e s ec re t a ry of 
s t a t e m u s t be re l ieved to be 
backed u p by s u c h a sa fe pa i r 
of h a n d s w h e n , occasional ly , 
h e d rops t h e d ip lomat ic ball . 


