
Yugoslav army conscripts 
begin mass desertions 
YUGOSLAV a r m y c o n s c r i p t s 
h a v e been deser t ing in large 
a n d inc reas ing n u m b e r s since 
f igh t ing died down in Slovenia, 
accord ing to r u n a w a y soldiers 
in te rv iewed in th i s Slovenian 
t o w n o n T h u r s d a y , R e u t e r 
r e p o r t s f r o m Mar ibo r . 

Soldiers now in t h e h a n d s of 
t h e S l o v e n e a u t h o r i t i e s said 
t h a t a t one of t h e f ive barracks 
in Mar ibor a th i rd of t h e garri-
son - 150 conscr ip ts a n d some 
off icers - walked ou t on yes-
t e r d a y morn ing . 

"As f a r a s I a m conce rns ! 
t h e r e is n o a r m y l e f t , " s a d 
Dejan, a 19-year-old conscr i j t 
f r o m B e l g r a d e . " In t h e en l 
they d idn ' t even t ry to s top ui 

l e a v i n g . " O t h e r s o l d i e r s con-
f i r m e d t h e r e h a d been a m a s s 
defec t ion f r o m t h e F r a n c Roz-
n a m ba r racks , s ay ing off icers 
h a d i n i t i a l l y t r i e d t o c a j o l e 
t h e m in to s t ay ing b u t m a d e n o 
se r ious a t t e m p t to s top t h e m 
g o i n g . D e f e c t i o n s w e r e a l s o 
repor ted f r o m t h e t o w n ' s o the r 
ba r racks . 

Maribor , a pre t ty , med ium-
sized t o w n on t h e r iver Drava , 
is less t h a n 20km f r o m a Slove-
n i a n b o r d e r p o s t a t S e n t i l j , 
scene of fierce s k i r m i s h i n g las t 
w e e k b e t w e e n S l o v e n i a n 
defence u n i t s a n d federa l bor-
der t roops . All conscr ip ts in ter-
v iewed said t he i r first a im was 
to get back to the i r famil ies . 


