
CSCE agrees to send 
goodwill mission 
Susan Greenberg in Prague 
and David Gow in Bonn 

TH E f i r s t e m e r g e n c y 
meet ing of the Confer-
ence of Securi ty and Co-
o p e r a t i o n i n E u r o p e 

(CSCE) reached agreement late 
last n ight on sending a "good 
offices" mission to Yugoslavia 
to help the political dialogue be-
tween the war r ing factions. 

The Soviet Union had ear l ier 
opposed the idea, fea r ing the 
creat ion of a precedent of "in-
ter ference in in ternal a f fa i r s " 
which could be used in i ts own 
case. But a Soviet spokesman 
said it had now been agreed 
tha t any such miss ion could 
only be sent on the invi ta t ion of 
the count ry concerned. 

Meanwhile, European Com-
muni ty foreign minis ters , set to 
suspend all aid to Yugoslavia a t 
a special session in the Hague 
la te r today, were last night split 
down the middle over moves to 
recognise Slovenian and Cro-
a t i an independence. 

The emergency CSCE meet-
ing in Prague — widely consid-
ered a test case for the organi-
s a t i o n ' s n e w s e c u r i t y 
s t ruc tu res — was expected to 
cont inue debate today. All deci-
sions taken by the CSCE mus t 
be made by consensus of all i ts 
35 members . 

There had been some pro-
gress about ano the r CSCE pro-
posal, backing the European 
Communi ty ' s efforts to help 
supervise a ceasefire, when Yu-

g o s l a v i a a p p r o v e d t h e idea . 
However, t he Soviet Union was 
a rgu ing tha t the CSCE should 
play a bigger role in the pro-
cess. 

A senior western official had 
complained tha t Moscow was 
fail ing to recognise the impor-
tance of the Communi ty as a 
world player and was "still so 
negat ive about any creative use 
of the 35". 

M o s c o w , Y u g o s l a v i a , a n d 
Canada were believed to be par-
t icularly worr ied about includ-
ing ment ion of the need for a 
"new const i tut ional o rde r" in 
Yugoslavia, which was later 
omit ted f r o m a dra f t resolution. 

However, the chief of the Yu-
goslav delegation, Novak Pribi-
cevic, spoke of a growing recog-
nit ion i n Yugoslavia tha t i ts 
present const i tut ional arrange-
ment was "spent" . 

Gianni de Michelis, the Ital-
ian foreign minis ter , who came 
to the meet ing s traight f rom a 
visit to Yugoslavia on behalf of 
the EC, pleaded with delegates 
to in t roduce a sense of urgency 
into the i r deliberations, saying 
a CSCE decision would have 
h i g h p r a c t i c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l 
value in helping to overcome 
the "confidence gap" between 
the war r ing part ies. 

With a n eye to Soviet fears , 
he said the presence of Europe 
in Yugoslavia "should in no 
way represen t dangerous out-
side in ter ference . . . Yugosla-
via should know tha t Europe is 
prepared to act as a bridge for 
political dialogue." 

M e a n w h i l e , t h e G e r m a n 
C h a n c e l l o r , H e l m u t K o h l , 
u n d e r p r e s s u r e f rom his own 
p a r t y to opt fo r out r ight recog-
ni t ion, wa rned of "severe sanc-
t i ons" if t he Yugoslav a r m y car-
r i ed ou t r enewed th rea t s of war 
aga ins t t h e two republics. 

G e r m a n y believes an agreed 
solut ion could be to force t he 
Yugoslav au thor i t ies to stick to 
the i r recen t Berlin declarat ion 
t h a t the i ssue should be decided 
b y the people themselves. 

T h e G e r m a n foreign minis-
t e r , Hans -Die t r i ch Gensche r , 
adlded tha t any f r e s h evidence 
of disobedience or a rb i t r a ry use 
of force by the a r m y would be 
m e t by " the sharpes t political 
a n d economic react ions" . 

But Hans van den Broek, t he 
Dutch foreign minister , who 
cha i r s today 's meeting, warned 
t h a t mere ly the th rea t to gran t 
recogni t ion would "exacerbate 
t h e tens ion a n d the violence", 
un l eash ing f r e s h problems, par-
t icu lar ly a m o n g minori t ies in 
Slovenia a n d Croatia . 

However, h is Belgian coun-
t e r p a r t , M a r k Eyskens , while 
acknowledging tha t t he th rea t 
o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n 
w a s a "two-edged sword" , said 
Yugoslavia could no t be held 
toge ther if one group simply 
ca r r i ed on oppress ing another . 

Yugoslavia 's neighbours , in-
c lud ing Aus t r ia and Hungary , 
a r e set to g ran t recognit ion a t a 
special meet ing tomorrow Mr 
d e Michelis, who has also in-
v i t e d R o m a n i a , B u l g a r i a , 
Greece, and Albania. 


