
Ian Traynor reports from Ljubljana on the backgrounds and beliefs of a shadowy group of generals who hold Yugoslavia's future in their hands 

Powerful hardliners form a junta in waiting 
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ALMOST e x a c t l y 50 
years a f t e r Yugosla-
v i a ' s l a s t m i l i t a r y 
coup, in March 1941, 
the spectre of the 

jun ta is again s ta lking the land. 
Are the genera ls tak ing over? 
Will the coup be overt, o r co-
vert? Has it a l ready t aken place 
and they have jus t omit ted to 
tell anyone? 

These were some of the ques-
t ions perplexing analys ts and 
diplomats yesterday a s " the 
war of Slovene independence" 
entered a lull and the war of 
nerves in neighbour ing Croatia 
continued. 

While the state presidency in 
Belgrade s truggles to reasser t a 
modicum of au thor i ty as com-
mander-in-chief of the a rmed 
forces, t he re is little doubt t ha t 
a c lutch of senior mil i tary offi-
cers in the i r fift ies a n d sixties, 
supported by a bigger group of 
some 60 younger , mainly Ser-
bian, officers, a r e the most 
formidable immediate power in 
Yugoslavia. 

The senior officers a r e con-
cent ra ted in a shadowy, little-
known body called the s u p r e m e 
command, which emerged in 
March with the tacit suppor t of 
B o r i s a v J o v i c , t h e h a r d l i n e 
Serb who resigned as Pres ident 
in a failed a t tempt to pave the 
way for a mil i tary takeover. 

I t i s h e a d e d b y G e n e r a l 
Veljko Kadijevic, the defence 
minis ter and Yugoslavia 's only 
four-s tar general , sources say. 

"This is t he mil i tary j u n t a 
wait ing in the wings," says 
Anton Bebler, a professor of 
mil i tary science a t L jub l jana 
University. 

It includes Gen Kadijevic 's 
deputy, Admiral Stane Brovet; 
G e n e r a l B l a g o j e Adz ic , t h e 
tough-talking a r m y chief of 
staff; Genera l Marko Njegovan-
ovic, ano the r ha rd l ine r who is 
chief of a r m y intelligence; and 
Genera l Mico Cusic, who is res-
ponsible for officer appoint-
ments and personnel . 

Two o ther impor tan t mil i tary 
players, whose roles a r e un-
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clear, a r e Branko Mamula , a 
ret ired admi ra l and fo rmer de-
fence minis ter , and Stevan Mir-
kovic, a re t i red genera l and for-
m e r chief of staff. Adm Mamula 
has a reputa t ion for a r rogance 
and re luctance to compromise. 

"Mamula would head the 
j u n t a and Kadijevic would be 
h i s d e p u t y , " s a y s P r o f e s s o r 
Bebler. The two men spent 
years together in charge of the 
Yugos lav de fence i n d u s t r i e s , 
and Gen Kadijevic was deputy 

defence minis ter to Adm Ma-
mula before replacing his boss. 
Bu t the re a r e believed to be dif-
fe rences between the doctri-
n a i r e Adm Mamula and the 
p ragmat i c Gen Kadijevic. 

All of them belong to the priv-

ileged caste of Tito 's Yugosla-
via, t h e Yugoslav people's a r m y 
o f f i c e r c o r p s . A l l a r e p r o -
nounced communis ts , m a n y of 
them leading lights in the new 
Y u g o s l a v C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
reconst i tuted by the generals 
a f t e r i t collapsed in J a n u a r y 
1990. And all of them, with t he 
exception of Adm Brovet, a Slo-
vene, a r e Serbs. 

The coincidence of the i r eth-
nic origins h a s created fea r s of 
a Grea te r Serbian jun ta , r a t h e r 
t h a n a Yugoslav jun ta . 

But a l though the generals 
may have in teres ts in common 
with Pres ident Milosevic and 
other Serbian hardl iners , the i r 
p r i m a r y loyalties appear to be 
to t he a r m y a s a n inst i tut ion 
and to the main tenance of 
Yugoslavia. 

Ear l ie r th is year a leaked 
m e m o r a n d u m f rom a r m y intel-
ligence — i ts veraci ty was 
never denied — revealed the 
top b rass ' s de te rmina t ion to 
main ta in Yugoslavia as a uni-
tary , socialist, central ised fed-

erat ion, pledging to roll back 
the t ide of ant i -communism in 
eas te rn Europe and accusing 
the West of plotting Yugosla-
via 's disintegration. 

The m e m o r a n d u m reflected 
Adm Mamula ' s known views 
t h a t t h e m i l i t a r y m u s t b e 
t rea ted a s a n equal in any nego-
t iat ions on the fu ture , and not 
a s subordina te to the political 
author i t ies . 

Several of these a ims a r e 
shared by the top b rass and M r 
M i l o s e v i c ' s r u l i n g S e r b i a n 
S o c i a l i s t s . B u t o n t w o k e y 
points the mil i tary a r e at odds 
with M r Milosevic. 

Firstly, Mr Milosevic buil t 
his career on destroying the 
m y t h of Tito, still t he pa t ron 
s a i n t f o r t h e g e n e r a l s . 
Secondly, by cruising to power 
by exploiting Serbian national-
ism and thus raising nat ional is t 
passions across Yugoslavia, Mr 
Milosevic has made it m o r e dif-
ficult for the officers control 
r anks d r a w n f rom the conflict-
ing e thnic communities. 

But the biggest quest ion sur-
rounding any seizure of power 
is what comes after . The gener-
a ls may be in a position to take 
over. But how would they r u n 
the country? 

"There can ' t be a coup yet, 
though not all of [the generals] 
unders tand tha t , " says Milovan 
Djilas, a fo rmer close associate 
of Tito who tu rned dissident. 
"Tha t would mean civil war a t 
once and the separat ion of Slo-
venia and Croatia. It would be 
crazy." 

The classic coup scenar io — 
toppling the government , seiz-
ing strategic points, and broad-
casting news of the establish-
ment of the "salvat ion counci l" 
— is not feasible in f ragmented 
Yugoslavia. 

Slovenia would fight, a bigger 
conflagration would be almost 
certain i n Croatia, t he o the r 
non -Se rb i an r e p u b l i c s cou ld 
then cut and run , the a r m y 
r a n k s would disintegrate, and 
the internat ional communi ty 
would be hostile. 


