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SLOVENIA and the Yu-
g o s l a v a r m y l o o k e d 
poised for f r e sh con-
f r o n t a t i o n l a s t n i g h t 

af ter the b reakaway republ ic 
rejected new ceasefire t e rms 
from the federa l presidency, 
saying u l t i m a t u m s could only 
b e c o u n t e r e d b y o t h e r 
u l t imatums. 

The e i g h t - p o i n t u l t i m a t u m 
issued in Belgrade included no 
commitments binding on the 
army except tha t a ceasef i re 
would be honoured , s t rongly 
suggesting tha t the mil i tary 
was still cal l ing the tune. 

While t h e s ta tement o rdered 
the a r m y to do little, it de-
manded tha t t h e Slovenes sur-
render the borders, r e l e a s e 
a rmy pr i soners , r e t u r n the i r 
forces to bar racks , unblock 
roads ac ross t h e republic, a n d 
r e t u r n a l l a r m y e q u i p m e n t 
seized in combat . 

"It looks l ike force is t he ar-
gument in Yugoslavia — if not 
political force, then mil i tary 
force," Pres iden t Milan Kucan 
of Slovenia said. 

"I never in te rpre ted political 
dialogue a s a n u l t imatum. An 
u l t i m a t u m c a n o n l y b e 
answered by a n u l t ima tum." 
Last night , Slovenia 's p r ime 
minister, Lojze Peterle, sa id he 
planned to fly to Brussels today 
for ta lks wi th EC leaders. But 
he did not say whe the r he 
would plead Slovenia 's case be-
fore EC fore ign min is te rs dis-
cussing t h e cr is is in The Hague. 

In Prague , the f irs t emer-
gency mee t ing of the Confer-
ence on Secur i ty and Co-opera-
tion in E u r o p e last night agreed 
to send a "good offices" miss ion 
to Yugoslavia. 

M e a n w h i l e , i n M a r i b o r , 
n o r t h e r n S loven ia , r u n a w a y 
soldiers sa id yes terday tha t Yu-
goslav a r m y conscr ipts had 

been deser t ing in increas ing 
number s since f ighting eased. 

The f r e s h cris is followed a 
quiet day u n d e r the t ruce, and 
the focus of the cr is is appeared 
to shift to Croatia , the neigh-
bour ing republ ic tha t also de-
clared independence last week. 

After about 200 a r m y tanks 
and vehicles were dispatched 
nor th f rom Belgrade on Wednes-
day, Croatian officials said yes-
terday the a r m y was moving 
into Serb-populated a reas of 
eastern Croatia in an at tempt to 
annex the region. The claims 
could not be confirmed. 

In Belgrade, the federal presi-
dency met unde r Stipe Mesic, a 
Croat and the new head of 
state, in a n a t tempt to asser t 
civilian control over t he mili-
tary a f te r t he Yugoslav p r ime 
minister , Ante Markovic, ac-
knowledged tha t the a r m y was 
out of control du r ing the fight-
ing in Slovenia. "The federal 
government neve r ordered no r 
could o rder any a r m y action in 
the way it was done," M r Mar-
kovic said. 

Y e s t e r d a y ' s u l t i m a t u m fol-
lowed ta lks overnight between 
Slovene and federal a r m y offi-
cials. Af ter resul t ing in a n un-
e a s y t r u c e y e s t e r d a y , t h e y 
broke down over borders and 
the r e t u r n of pr isoners . The 
Slovene Red Cross said the Slo-
venes were holding 2,000 fed-
eral troops. 

Before t h e u l t ima tum was 
issued, t he a r m y accused the 
Slovenes of no t tak ing t h e 
ceasefire seriously. The a r m y 
said: "This practically means a 
real possibility of th is t ime 
opening a w a r operat ion of very 
serious d imens ions ." 

A western diplomat in Bel-
grade said t h e pres idency ses-
sion was the acid test fo r Yugo-
slavia's polit ical leadership. M r 
Mesic had to prove he could im-
pose " the fact a n d appea rance 
of c e n t r a l po l i t i ca l c o n t r o l " 

over the mil i tary. T h e diplomat 
added tha t the meet ing a lso 
needed to show t h a t Genera l 
B l a g o j e Adzic , t h e h a r d l i n e 
Serb who is a r m y chief of s taff , 
had been tamed. 

M r Kucan said las t night t ha t 
the presidency h a d failed to dis-
t ance itself f r om Gen Adzic's 
warmonger ing . 

Meanwhile , t he r e were s igns 
t h a t Serbia, Yugoslavia 's big-
gest republic, migh t be going on 
the offensive, possibly in league 
wi th federal t roops. 

Pres ident Slobodan Milose-
vic 's ru l ing Socialist Par ty said 
it had no objection to Slovenia 
leaving Yugoslavia, provided 
t h i s c o u l d be a c c o m p l i s h e d 
peacefully. 

The Serbian moves suggested 
tha t Mr Milosevic is willing to 
je t t i son Slovenia to concentra te 
on the cent ra l conflict between 
Serbs and Croats. Serbia w a n t s 
t h e 600,000 Serbs living inside 
Croat ia uni ted wi th Serbia if 
Croat ia leaves the federat ion. 

T h e C r o a t i a n i n f o r m a t i o n 
m i n i s t e r , H r v o j e H i t r e c , 
c laimed yes terday a Yugoslav 
a r m o u r e d convoy accompanied 
by ext remis t Serb ian guerr i l las 
was advancing o n eas te rn Cro-
at ia , bent on annex ing t h e 
region. The worsening tens ion 
between Serbia a n d Croatia fol-
lowed a cabinet reshuf f le in Za-
greb on Wednesday tha t p u t a 
couple of Croa t ian nat ional is t 
h a w k s in charge of police a n d 
defence. 

Milovan Djilas, the ve te ran 
Yugoslav dissident , said: " I t is 
not possible for Croat ia to split 
peacefully. If the Croats l a u n c h 
any a t tacks on t h e Serbs in Cro-
at ia , i t will p rovoke a n upr i s ing 
of the Serbs in Croat ia a n d Bos-
n ia and the re will be genera l 
wa r . " 
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