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Until the shooting started politicians found it hard to focus on Slovenian independence. Martin Kettle traces the progress European 
leaders have made as they tried to see their way through the smoke, and, below, Danilo Slivnik gives the view from Ljubljana 

MLADINA is o n e of t h e 
l iveliest a n d mos t icon-

oclas t ic magaz ines i n E u r o p e . 
Fo r f ive y e a r s i t h a s j a u n t i l y — 
a n d o f t en scu r r i l ous ly — 
ref lec ted t h e e m e r g i n g o p e n 
socie ty i n Slovenia. W h e n i t 
c o m e s on sa le o n t h e s t r e e t s of 
L jub l j ana , q u e u e s f o r m quick ly 
a n d g roups of y o u n g S lovenes 
c l u s t e r r o u n d t h e w e e k ' s n e w 
issue . It typi f ies t h e a t t r ac t i ve 
city of L j u b l j a n a a n d t h e l ibera l 
c u l t u r e of Slovenia. 

T h i s week, a s t h e wor ld n o w 
knows , t he j a u n t i n e s s t u r n e d 
dead ly ser ious . On T u e s d a y , 
t he M l a d i n a jou rna l i s t , R o m a n 
Bri le j , w r o t e fo r t h e G u a r d i a n 
f r o m h is L jub l j ana a i r r a id 
she l te r . He said: "If E u r o p e a n d 
t h e wor ld do n o t do e v e r y t h i n g 
in t h e i r p o w e r to p r e v e n t t h e 
wors t , t h e n t h e y will l ive 
t h r o u g h t h e r e s t of h i s t o r y wi th 
a c o n s t a n t fee l ing of guilt . At 
t h i s m o m e n t we expe r i ence t h e 
h o r r e n d o u s knowledge t h a t w e 
a r e alone. Dreadfu l ly a lone . " 

Br i le j ' s s ense of i so la t ion a n d 
b i t t e rness i s typical of Slovene 
opinion. Fo r w h o ou t s ide Slove-
nia k n o w s a b o u t Mlad ina? A n d 
who , despi te t h e t h o u s a n d s of 
w e s t e r n t o u r i s t s w h o h a v e 
f locked to Bled a n d Pos to jna , 
e v e n k n o w s abou t Slovenia? 
Not m a n y people, a n d ce r t a in ly 
n o t e n o u g h of t h e m , to j u d g e by 
t h e except ional complacency 
w i t h w h i c h E u r o p e a n govern-
m e n t s r e fu sed to u n d e r s t a n d 
t he s e r i o u s n e s s of t h e m o u n t i n g 
c r i s i s i n Yugoslavia ' s semi-de-
t ached n o r t h e r n r epub l i c t h i s 
spr ing , a n d t he bas ic i s sue — 
se l f -de te rmina t ion — t h a t is a t 
s t ake . 

T h e two mil l ion S lovenes be-
l ieved tha t they w e r e doing i t 
by t h e book. They took t he pro-
fessed pr inc ip les of t h e post-
c o m m u n i s t New Wor ld O r d e r 
at face va lue . T h e y c rea ted a 
democra t i c sys tem. They estab-
l ished the ru le of law. They 
in t roduced economic r e f o r m . 
They voted ove rwhe lming ly for 
i ndependence f r o m a Serb ian-
contro l led and , above all, a 
communis t -con t ro l l ed sy s t em 
w h i c h con t inued to d r a i n t he i r 
economy a n d m a k e t h e m un-
wil l ing accessor ies to repres -
s ion in Kosovo. 

T h e Slovenes o f fe red to nego-
t ia te wi th Yugoslavia . At all 
s t ages they proceeded peace-
fu l ly . Unti l last week, no t a sho t 
w a s fired in anger . 

T h e Slovenes gave Be lg rade 
a n d E u r o p e a dead l ine — J u n e 
26 — a f t e r wh ich they wou ld 
dec la re t h e m s e l v e s indepen-
dent . The Serbs a n d commu-
n i s t s in Belgrade took it seri-
ous ly — b u t p layed a wa i t i ng 
game, d a r i n g t he S lovenes to 
defy t h e m . E u r o p e (with t he ex-
cept ion of A u s t r i a ) wa i ted too, 
b u t w i thou t t a k i n g it ser ious ly , 
s ince E u r o p e did no t w a n t to be 
bo the red wi th a n y t h i n g except 
t h e false possibi l i ty of a 
r e n e w e d fede ra l Yugoslavia . By 
ac t ing thus . E u r o p e s ignal led to 
t h e Yugoslav a r m y tha t Slove-
n i a was expendable . 

I n t he las t 10 days , t hose mis-
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ca lcu la t ions (or worse) have 
c o m e home to roos t . The mili-
t a r y a t tack w h i c h followed t h e 
Slovene d ec l a r a t i on of indepen-
d e n c e has acce le ra t ed r a t h e r 
t h a n reduced t h e p robab le 
b r eak -up of Yugoslavia , a t leas t 
i n i ts p resen t f o r m . T h e enor-
mous ly i m p o r t a n t fac t t ha t t he 
f ede ra l m i l i t a ry is ou t of politi-
c a l control h a s b e e n re-empha-
sised. The i m p o t e n c e of the un-
elected f ede ra l g o v e r n m e n t 
u n d e r w e s t e r n E u r o p e ' s so ad-
m i r e d Ante M a r k o v i c h a s been 
unde r l ined . T h e will fo r inde-
pendence , in Slovenia a n d per-
h a p s also in Croa t ia , h a s been 
p roved u n d e r fire. All these 
t h i n g s we re o b v i o u s m o n t h s 
ago . Today t h e y c a n no longer 
b e ignored. 

As a resu l t , E u r o p e ' s atti-
t u d e s t o w a r d s t h e Yugoslav cri-
s i s a re now a n in s t ruc t i ve 
shambles . It h a s been a n o t h e r 
h u m i l i a t i n g week for the diplo-
m a t s and t h e i r acolytes . Por ten-
tous - sound ing bodies, set u p to 
invigi la te t h e so-called New 
Wor ld Order , a r e mee t ing al-
m o s t daily, s c r a m b l i n g to get 
a b r e a s t of e v e n t s a n d to get 

t h e i r s implis t ic theor i e s in to 
g e a r with t he facts . 

T h e impl ica t ions of t he fail-
u r e go beyond Yugoslavia a n d 
lead inevi tably to t he Balt ic 
s ta tes . It will be s u r p r i s i n g if 
people in Vi ln ius a n d Riga 
i g n o r e the lesson t h a t those 
w h o take a r m s will w i n g r e a t e r 
s y m p a t h y f r o m t h e wor ld t h a n 
t h o s e who do not . We m a y live 
u n d e r a new order , b u t t he se 
a r e old t r u th s . 

PUBLIC opin ion , wh ich 
k n o w s less b u t sees m o r e 

c lear ly , s eems increas ing ly to 
b e speaking fo r Europe . T h e 
c h a r g e s levelled aga ins t F ran -
co i s Mi t t e r r and by Pau l F a b r a 
i n Le Monde th i s week (see 
G u a r d i a n Europe , page 25) a r e 
echoed ac ross t he cont inen t . 
T h e public mood h a s moved in-
exo rab ly a h e a d of g o v e r n m e n t s 
a n d s t a tesmen . In some 
coun t r i e s , G e r m a n y fo r exam-
ple , the pol i t ic ians a r e begin-
n i n g to ca tch up . In o thers , l ike 
Br i t a in , the p roces s i s only 
beginning . 

F r a n c e r e m a i n s t h e mos t re-

s i s tan t : it was o n e of t h r e e 
c o u n t r i e s in t he Confe rence on 
Secur i ty a n d Co-operat ion in 
E u r o p e th i s week ( the o thers 
w e r e t h e Soviet Union a n d 
Roman ia ) w h i c h took a n un-
bending ly pro-Belgrade s tance . 

G o v e r n m e n t a l r igidi ty was 
echoed a t first i n t he F r e n c h 
press , m u c h of which was very 
s low to edi tor ia l ise o n the cri-
sis. Le Monde sounded ap-
p r o v a l of E u r o p e ' s e a r l y una-
n imi ty , cynical ly expla in ing 
t h a t only Aus t r i a w a s " m a k i n g 
eyes a t i ts Slovene n e i g h b o u r s " 
in a n a t t e m p t to c a r v e out a 
n e w ro le in cen t r a l Europe . 

" I t is u n d e r s t a n d a b l e , " an-
n o u n c e d t he p a p e r f r o m on 
h igh " t h a t t h e chance l l e r i es of 
E u r o p e a r e p reoccup ied wi th 
p r e p a r i n g fo r t h e 21st c e n t u r y 
a n d a r e d i s tu rbed by w h a t ap-
p e a r s l ike a r e t u r n to t he 19th 
c e n t u r y . " 

Yet by th i s week, even th i s 
Gall ic hauteur had b e g u n to 
sag. T h e appea l for s u p p o r t by 
Slovene wr i te r s , pub l i shed in 
t h e G u a r d i a n a n d Le Monde on 
Tuesday , was me t yes t e rday by 
t h e p o w e r f u l call of t h e Czech 

wr i t e r , Milan K u n d e r a , t ha t 
"S lovenia m u s t be saved" . Le 
Monde ' s ed i tor ia ls became in-
c reas ing ly despa i r ing a s the cri-
s is con t inued . 

I n Liberat ion, P i e r r e Haski 
compla ined tha t F r a n c e ' s defi-
a n t defence of t h e n e w in terna-
t i ona l s t a t u s q u o "is a doc t r ine 
w h i c h easi ly r i s k s appea r ing 
conse rva t ive in i ts a t t a c h m e n t 
to a n indefens ib le old o rde r" . 

T h e con t ras t wi th G e r m a n 
fee l ing is ve ry s t r ik ing . Unlike 
Br i ta in , w h e r e p r e s s u r e for a 
pro-Slovene r e sponse h a s come 
m a i n l y f r o m the Right, both 
G e r m a n y ' s polit ical wings a r e 
a r o u s e d by t he new s t a t e ' s pre-
d icament . On the left, die tages-
ze i tung charged tha t : " T h e 
b l a m e for confl ic t l ies not leas t 
w i t h t he E u r o - b u r e a u c r a c y of 
S a n t e r a n d Delors a n d wi th 
Un i t ed States Sec re t a ry of S ta te 
J a m e s Baker . With t h e i r h a r d 
a t t i t u d e towards Slovenia a n d 
Croa t i a a n d the i r suppor t for 
t h e federa l g o v e r n m e n t the 
r e a c t i o n a r y fo rces w i th in the 
a r m y feel t hemse lves encour-
aged . " 

If any th ing , G e r m a n conser-

va t ives have been even m o r e 
ou t raged by wha t t h e F rank -
f u r t e r Allgemeine th i s week 
cal led " the cold-shoulder ing of 
the Slovenes a n d Croa t s i n 
t h e i r s t ruggle for indepen-
dence" . One of t he mos t out-
s p o k e n cr i t ics — r e m a r k a b l y so 
in v iew of t h e G e r m a n govern-
m e n t ' s ear ly cau t ion — w a s 
Volker Riihe, the in f luen t i a l 
gene ra l sec re ta ry of Chance l lo r 
He lmu t Kohl 's CDU, w h o told a 
r a d i o in terv iewer : "If we Ger-
m a n s th ink eve ry th ing e lse in 
E u r o p e can s tay j u s t a s it was , 
if we follow a s t a t u s q u o policy 
a n d do not recognise t h e r igh t 
to se l f -de terminat ion in Slove-
nia a n d Croatia , t h e n we h a v e 
no m o r a l o r poli t ical 
credibi l i ty ." 

T h e r e was u n e a s e even in 
Italy, w h e r e pol i t ic ians w o r r y 
a b o u t refugees in t h e i r back-
y a r d and w h e r e t h e Social is t 
MP Guido Gerosa sees t h e Yu-
goslav crisis, D 'Annunzio- l ike , 
a s a n oppor tun i ty to r e a s s e r t 
I ta l ian c la ims to Is t r ia . " T h e EC 
ins i s t s on bas ing i ts policy on 
the m u m m i f i c a t i o n of Yugosla-
v ia , " wrote Enzo Bet t i sa i n Sun-

day ' s L a Stampa, r a t h e r t h a n 
" d a r i n g to look to t h e new 
E u r o p e a n hor izons e m e r g i n g 
f r o m t h e collapse of t h e com-
m u n i s t epoch." 

HIS colleague, Serg io 
Romano, re f lec ted rue-

fu l ly t h a t whichever w a y Ital-
i an policy changed t o w a r d s Yu-
goslavia , Italy a lways seemed 
to get i t wrong: " T h e r e was a 
t ime w h e n we c o m m i t t e d t he 
e r r o r o f desir ing t h e d i sso lu t ion 
of t he Yugoslav s ta te so t h a t we 
could a d v a n c e o u r Adr ia t i c im-
per ia l ambi t ions . We m u s t now 
avoid commi t t i ng t h e opposi te 
e r r o r o f procla iming t h e need 
for a s t a t e which h a s a l r e a d y 
ceased to exist ." 

E l s e w h e r e in Europe , t h e 
self-cri t icism was e v e n m o r e 
empha t i c . "As so o f t e n before , 
s tabi l i ty is the West ' s on ly con-
cern . B u t it is t he v e r y a t t e m p t 
to m a i n t a i n the s t a t u s q u o t h a t 
c r e a t e s instabi l i ty ," sa id 
D e n m a r k ' s Poli t iken. " I t i s de-
p re s s ing tha t the Yugos lav trag-
edy h a s been r educed to a f o r m 
of e n t e r t a i n m e n t a s o u r pa r t i e s 

m a r k t ime over t h e s u m m e r 
m o n t h s , " it added. 

Some of the mos t impas-
s ioned c o m m e n t s h a v e c o m e 
f r o m Spa in ' s regions , wh ich 
iden t i fy with Slovenia . A n edi-
tor ia l i n t he Basque n e w s p a p e r , 
El Co r r eo Espaiiol-El Pueblo 
Vasco, t radi t ional ly sympa-
the t ic t o Madrid, sa id "defence 
of t he pr inc ip le t h a t t h e f ron-
t ie r s w h i c h emerged f r o m the 
second world w a r s h o u l d not be 
t ouched does not r u l e o u t t ha t 
s a m e te r r i to r ia l o r d e r be ing le-
gi t imised by f ree ly negot ia ted 
a n d ag reed m e a n s " . 

P e r h a p s the mos t a p p r o p r i a t e 
a n s w e r to Mladina ' s ques t ion 
c a m e i n the Brusse l s news-
pape r Le Soir. At t h e e n d of 
a n o t h e r denunc ia t ion of inter-
n a t i o n a l complacency, t h e col-
u m n i s t Edoua rd v a n Ve l them 
a sked t h e s ta rk ques t i on , " t h e 
p r o b l e m that h a u n t s t h e 
d e m o c r a t i c mind is th is : can w e 
leave L jub l j ana t o die?" 

• Additional research by Des-
mond Christy, Alexandra Duval 
Smith, Dan Glaister, John 
Hooper, Jay Sivell 


