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AF T E R t h e c r u e l t i e s of 
t h e p h o n e y w a r c o m e 
t h e s u r r e a l i r o n i e s of 

t h e p h o n e y peace : o n a s u n n y 
e m b a n k m e n t , b y t h e w r e c k 
of a f e d e r a l a r m y t a n k b l o w n 
u p by S l o v e n i a n t r o o p e r s 48 
h o u r s ago , k i l l i n g a l l i t s oc-
c u p a n t s , a g r o u p of Y u g o s l a v 
s o l d i e r s a n d S l o v e n i a n mi l i -
t i a m e n m i n g l e , c h a t , j o k e 
a n d e x c h a n g e c i g a r e t t e s . 

T h e y n e e d t o s e a r c h a 
w h e a t f i e l d t o r e m o v e l i ve 
a m m u n i t i o n t h a t m a y h a v e 
flown f r o m t h e t a n k a n d 
m i n e s l a id by t h e r e p u b l i c a n 
r e b e l s . A m i l i t i a m a n e x -

plains that the Slovenes have 
forgotten where they put the 
mines and need to brief the 
army sappers on their poss-
ible whereabouts. There is a 
political reason for the Slo-
venes' presence too: they 
have retaken control of the 
Croatia-Slovenia border, and 
the army is now their guest. 

T h e o p e r a t i o n i s p e r i l o u s l y 
n o n c h a l a n t . B e f o r e t h e m i n e 
d e t e c t o r s a r r i v e , a c o u p l e of 
Y u g o s l a v s o l d i e r s s a u n t e r 
a c r o s s t h e f i e ld w i t h s t i ck s , 
s w i s h i n g a t t h e c o r n a n d 
p r o d d i n g t h e g r o u n d . 

Even more bizarre is the 
fact that this scene takes 
place at two in the afternoon. 
All morning the charred 
remains of the tank had been 
the star attraction for hun-
dreds of picnicking villagers. 
Children had been playing 
alongside the fields now 
being scoured for explosives. 

Only 24 hours earlier this 
area had been under the 
army's iron control. Now the 
army has all but vanished, 

l i t e r a l l y o v e r n i g h t . T h e w i t h -
d r a w a l f r o m t h i s s e n s i t i v e 
b o r d e r h a s b e e n t h o r o u g h , 
a n d h a s s u r p r i s e d a n d de-
l i g h t e d t h e p o p u l a t i o n o n 
e i t h e r s i d e of t h e Croa t ia -S lo-
v e n i a l i n e . 

T h e p a r t i a l , t e m p o r a r y vic-
t o r y h a s m a d e t h e S l o v e n i a n 
m i l i t i a m e n a m a r k e d l y dif-
f e r e n t l o t t o d e a l w i t h ; u n d e r 
p r e s s u r e , t h e y w e r e n e r v y 
a n d b o s s y b u t a c c o m m o d a t -
i n g e n o u g h ; b a c k i n a u t h o r -
i ty , t h e y s p o r t a s u r l y , h o s t i l e 
a r r o g a n c e t o f o r e i g n e r s a n d 
t o t h e i r o w n . 

T h e y h a v e b e e n o p e n i n g u p 
t h e i r o w n b a r r i c a d e s . T h e op-
e r a t i o n w a s c o - o r d i n a t e d b y 
t h e m a y o r of t h e n e a r b y 
t o w n of Brez i ce , I v a n T o m s e , 
a n a g r e e a b l e p e r s o n n e l m a n -
a g e r a t a t h e r m a l b a t h r e s o r t , 
m e m b e r of t h e G r e e n p a r t y — 
a n d m a n i f e s t l y u n c o m f o r t -
a b l e w i t h h i s n e w p a r a m i l i -
t a r y r o l e . 

T h e s y s t e m i n t h e s e l i t t l e 
t o w n s i s t h a t t h e m a y o r h a s a 
d e p u t y w h o i s g e n e r a l l y i n 

c h a r g e of d e t a i l e d l i a i s o n 
w i t h t h e m i l i t i a . 

I n Brez ice , t h e o f f i c e i s 
h e l d b y D a r k o B u k o v i n s k i , 
w h o w a n d e r s i n t o t h e m e e t -
i n g w i t h M a y o r T o m s e c a r r y -
i n g a p i s t o l a n d a s k i n g t o go 
t o L j u b l j a n a . " N o ! " s a y s M r 
T o m s e — a n d t h e y go o f f t o 
c h a t i n a n o t h e r r o o m . T h e 
p h o n e y p e a c e s e e m s m o r e 
p r e c a r i o u s t h a n w a s t h o u g h t . 

Soon , h o w e v e r , M r B u k o -
v i n s k i i s b a c k , r e l a t i n g w i t h 
r e l i s h t h e s u r r o u n d i n g of t h e 
t r o o p s a t D o b o v a d o w n t h e 
r o a d , t h e a r m y ' s a i r a t t a c k 
o n t h e i r b a r r i c a d e o n t h e 
b r i d g e a t Ca tez , t h e d e s t r u c -
t i o n of t h e l o c a l f e d e r a l a i r 
b a s e r u n w a y b y m o r t a r f i r e , 
a n d t h e i r s u c c e s s f u l e x c u r -
s i o n t o f r e e t w o S l o v e n i a n de-
s e r t e r s f r o m a r m y l i n e s . 

T h e m a y o r s l a p s h i s d e p u t y 
o n t h e f o r e a r m a s a c a u t i o n 
a g a i n s t t h i s t a l k , a n d s a y s : 
" M y a i m i s t o e s t a b l i s h Bre -
zice a n d S l o v e n i a w i t h o u t 
g u n s . " B u t h e a d d s a r i d e r . 
" T h e fighting h a s s t o p p e d , 

b u t t h i s i s n o t t h e e n d o f t h e 
w a r . N o t h i n g h a s b e e n 
s i gned ; w e a r e i n d e p e n d e n t , 
a n d t h a t i s n o t u p f o r d e b a t e . 
T h e p r o n o u n c e m e n t s of o u r 
p a r l i a m e n t r e m a i n i n f o r c e . " 

Of t h e g r o u p s of a r m e d ci-
v i l i a n s w h o s t i l l p r o w l t h e 
b a c k r o a d s of S l o v e n i a a n d 
C r o a t i a , t h e m a y o r s a y s : " I t 
i s f o r t h e po l i ce t o c o n t r o l a l l 
t h e s e g u y s t h a t y o u see ; t h e i r 
g u n s m u s t b e c a u g h t . " 

O n W e d n e s d a y o n e of t w o 
a r m o u r e d c a r s i m m o b i l i s e d 
b y t h e m i l i t i a w a s s t a r t e d u p 
b y a g r o u p of y o u t h s a n d 
d r i v e n off u p c o u n t r y l a n e s 
b y a l a d i n a h e a d b a n d a n d a 
r o c k a n d r o l l T - s h i r t c a l l e d 
D r a g a n . H i s f r i e n d T o m a s 
s a i d t h e y w e r e t a k i n g i t 
s t r a i g h t t o t h e m i l i t i a . 

Y e s t e r d a y , i t h a d n o t 
t u r n e d u p . M a y o r T o m s e s a i d 
h e h a d h e a r d s o m e t h i n g 
a b o u t t h i s , a n d t h e v e h i c l e 
h a d b e e n " s t a r t e d u p b y 
p r e s s r e p o r t e r s " . 

M i s s i n g i n B r e z i c e : o n e 
u s e d a r m o u r e d c a r . 


