
Defiant volunteers guard gains on border 
T H E L A S T t e r r i t o r i a l d e f e n c e u n i t in 
t h i s r e m o t e n o r t h - w e s t e r n c o r n e r of 
S lovenia s e t off wi th b r a v a d o y e s t e r -
day m o r n i n g t o se t u p a n a m b u s h 
a b o v e a k e y b o r d e r t o w n , in e x p e c t a -
t ion of a n a d v a n c e by S e r b i a n - d o m i -
n a t e d f e d e r a l f o r c e s . 

E i g h t h o u r s l a t e r , t h e 25 m e n 
t r o o p e d b a c k h o m e t o a w a i t t h e nex t 
e m e r g e n c y in Y u g o s l a v i a ' s w a r of 
n e r y e s . 

T h e y h a d b e e n m o b i l i s e d in a defi-
an t r e a c t i o n to t h e l a t e s t u l t i m a t u m s 
f r o m B e l g r a d e a n d h a d g o n e 12 m i l e s 
to t he v i ta l f r o n t i e r r a i l h e a d of J e s e n -
ice to t a k e u p p o s i t i o n s on t h e for-
es t ed s l o p e s . 

By Robert Tllley In Kranjska Gora 
J e s e n i c e is on t h e m a i n l ine s n a k i n g 

t h r o u g h t h e 10,000 f t K a r a w a n k e n 
m o u n t a i n s to A u s t r i a a n d G e r m a n y . It 
a l so s i t s a s t r i d e t h e m a i n r o a d f r o m 
L j u b l j a n a t o i m p o r t a n t b o r d e r 
c r o s s i n g s . 

R u n n i n g pa r a l l e l t o t h e r a i lway is 
t h e a u t o b a h n b e t w e e n S loven ia a n d 
A u s t r i a , a five-mile t u n n e l t h r o u g h 
t h e m o u n t a i n s . 

K r a n j s k a Gora , a p r e t t y s u m m e r 
a n d w i n t e r m o u n t a i n r e s o r t , m u s -
t e r e d 90 m e n fo r t h e d e f e n c e fo rce . 
Sixty-f ive w e r e a s s i g n e d e a r l y on to 
h e l p g u a r d L j u b l j a n a a i r p o r t . 

T h o s e m o b i l i s e d y e s t e r d a y w e r e 
flushed wi th t h e i r succes s a g a i n s t f ed -
e ra l f o r c e s a t t w o b o r d e r p o s t s . B o t h 
w e r e t a k e n w i t h only a w a r n i n g s h o t 
o r t w o be ing fired, t he i r e n e m i e s hav-
ing b e e n s t a r v e d in to s u r r e n d e r o v e r 
f o u r days . 

T w o t a n k s , s o m e an t i - a i r c r a f t g u n s 
a n d a smal l fleet of mi l i t a ry v e h i c l e s 
w e r e c a p t u r e d . T h e a r m s w e r e b e i n g 
r e a d i e d y e s t e r d a y fo r u s e in d e f e n c e if 
a final p e a c e a g r e e m e n t c a n n o t b e 
r e a c h e d . 

T h e S loven ian t r o o p s m a n n e d t h e 
p o s t ye s t e rday , i t s C u s t o m s s h e d s . 

r e s t a u r a n t a n d d u t y - f r e e s h o p h e a v i l y 
s ca r r ed by t h e fighting. T h e s h o p 
s h e l v e s a r e e m p t y , p l u n d e r e d b y 
d e p a r t i n g f e d e r a l t roops . 

T h e m e n e x p e c t t o s e e a c t i o n a g a i n 
be fo re t h e y r e t u r n to t h e i r h o m e s a n d 
civi l ian l i fe . 

" T h i n g s h a v e gone too f a r n o w " , 
said t h e c o m m a n d e r . " T h e r e is no 
way w e a r e go ing to h a n d b a c k t h e 
b o r d e r c r o s s i n g s to t h e f e d e r a l f o r c e s . 
If t h e y w a n t t h e m t h e y wil l h a v e to 
c o m e a n d t a k e t h e m , o n e by o n e . " 

And if t h a t h a p p e n s , t h e t w o b o r d e r 
c r o s s i n g s on m o u n t a i n p a s s e s h i g h 
above K r a n j s k a Gora will b e a m o n g 
the m o s t diff icul t to c a p t u r e . 


