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P B E S I D E N T G o r b a c h e v told 
t h e Soviet U n i o n ' s i n d e p e n -
d e n c e - s e e k i n g n a t i o n a l i t i e s 
y e s t e r d a y tha t t h e Yugos lav 
cr is is w a s t e a c h i n g E u r o p e a 
l e s s o n a b o u t t h e p e r i l s of 
disuni ty. 

" I t r e m i n d s u s all of how 
d e p e n d e n t w e a r e on e a c h 
o t h e r , " h e told a jo in t n e w s 
c o n f e r e n c e wi th C h a n c e l l o r 
Kohl of G e r m a n y a f t e r t a l k s 
in t h e U k r a i n e . 

M r Gorbachev said: " T h e 
risks a re huge . I t is a l e s s o n 
f o r al l t h e p e o p l e s of t h e 
Soviet Un ion , a warn ing , if 
you wish. I t f o r c e s u s to t h i n k 
a n d to t ry to u n d e r s t a n d tha t 
w e m u s t go d o w n t h e road of 
i n t e g r a t i o n , no t d i s i n t e g r a -
t i o n . " 

M r G o r b a c h e v , w h o i s 
s t rugg l ing to k e e p h is c o u n t r y 
t o g e t h e r i n t h e f a c e o f 
d e m a n d s for g r e a t e r sover-
e ignty f r o m m o s t of t h e Sovie t 
U n i o n ' s 15 repub l i c s , p r o m -
ised: " I will not d ive r t an inch 
f r o m t h i s p a t h , no m a t t e r 
w h a t t h e p r e s s u r e s . " 

H e con t inued : " W e c a n n o t 
b r e a k apa r t . It wou ld p o s e a n 
e n o r m o u s r i sk w i t h u n p r e -
d i c t a b l e , d i f f i c u l t , c o n s e -
q u e n c e s . " 

H a r d l i n e r s in M o s c o w have 
m a d e c l e a r t h a t t h e y a r e 
s tudy ing t h e ac t ions of t h e 
Yugos lav a r m y in Slovenia a s 
a poss ib le m o d e l f o r f u r t h e r 
a t t a c k s on t h e Bal t ics a n d 
o t h e r r ebe l Soviet r epub l ics . 

But M r G o r b a c h e v s t r e s s e d 
t h a t t h e new r e l a t i o n s h i p h e 
env i saged wi th t h e r e p u b l i c s 
would b e b a s e d on m u t u a l 
r e s p e c t . " I p a s s i o n a t e l y 
be l ieve in f u n d a m e n t a l politi-
c a l c h a n g e in t h e S o v i e t 
Un ion , so tha t w e can ach ieve 
t h e r enewa l of a U n i o n of Sov-
e re ign R e p u b l i c s " , h e sa id . 

H e r r Kohl w a s pay ing a 
brief visi t to d i s cus s Mos-
c o w ' s e f fo r t s to s e c u r e west -
e r n f inancial a id . 


