
bans arms sales and aid to Yugoslavia and sends mediators on new mission 

Slovenia agrees to talks over borders 
By Judy Dempsey in Ljubljana, Laura Silber in Belgrade and David Buchan and Ronala van de Krol in The Hague 

THE THREAT of massive 
federal army intervention in 
Slovenia subsided last night 
after the rebel republic said the 
status of its external borders 
could be negotiated with the 
European Community and 
Yugoslavia's political leaders. 

EC foreign ministers meet-
ing in The Hague decided to 
send ministerial mediators 
back to Yugoslavia today. They 
also decided to ban arms sales 
and suspend aid to Yugoslavia. 

There were more violent 
clashes between ethnic Serbs 
and Croats in the western 
republic of Croatia, and skir-
mishes in Bosnia-Hercegovina. 

Federal units were posi-
tioned in Slavonia, western 
Croatia, fuelling speculation 

that the Serbian-dominated 
army was preparing to defend 
ethnic Serbs against the Croats 
in any escalation of violence. 

Mr Hrovje Hitrec, Croatia's 
information minister, accused 
the Yugoslav army of reinforc-
ing its troops and asked the 
federal presidency to curb mili-
tapr activity. He said the Cro-
atian government had asked 
the presidency to order federal 
commanders to confine re-
maining units to barracks. 

After chairing the emer-
gency meeting of foreign min-
isters in The Hague, Mr Hans 
van den Broek of the Nether-
lands said the Community was 
in effect demanding that Slo-
venia return control of its bor-
der posts to the federal Yugo-
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slav authorities. The EC made 
only a veiled reference to the 
threat that it might recognise 
Slovenia and Croatia as a 
means of pressuring Belgrade. 
Only Denmark gave some 
backing to German efforts to 
make such a warning explicit. 

The final communique said 
that the 12 member countries 
would reconsider their stance 
"in the event of any further 
breach of the ceasefire, in par-
ticular should unilateral mili-
tary action be taken". 

The EC is also sending a 

monitoring force of between 30 
and 50 unarmed observers to 
supervise the ceasefire, as 
requested by the 35-nation Con-
ference on Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (CSCE). 

Slovenia's official press 
agency reported that the Slo-
vene presidency felt that the 
status of Yugoslavia's borders 
"could be solved on a tripartite 
basis, together with the EC". 

One demand issued in an 
eight-point statement by the 
country's collective presidency 
on Wednesday night was for 
Slovenia to restore the status 
of its external borders to Yugo-
slavia by July 7, or face possi-
ble attack by the federal army. 

In what appeared to be a fur-
ther compromise in Ljubljana, 

the Slovene government 
announced that 10,000 of its 
territorial defence units had 
returned to barracks. It also 
said arrangements were being 
made to return federal army 
prisoners captured by the 
republic's defence forces dur-
ing last week's heavy fighting. 

In Belgrade, the federal capi-
tal, General Marko Negova-
novic, a member of the federal 
army's chief of staff, criticised 
the role played in last week's 
events by Mr Ante Markovic, 
the federal prime minister. "He 
is trying to distance himself 
from the activities of the army 
and the defence ministry, 
which is now in accordance 
with the role of the federal gov-
ernment," he said. 


