
. ,For ..Yugoslavia's ethnic trou-
hies have served to distract 

^iviarsnai i lto s snatterea legacy 
Sir Fitzroy Maclean, who spent 
last week in Yugoslavia, reports 
on a state in mounting turmoil 

At the b o t t o m of Yugo- bered , deal t firmly wi th a n y signs 

s lavia ' s t roubles lies the o f nascent na t iona l i sm, 
s t rong m u t u a l an tago- Inevi tably , a ser ious compl ica -
n i s m which has devel - t ion in the present c o n f u s i o n is 

oped between Serbs a n d Croats , the p o w e r - v a c u u m a t the top . 
Yet , a f t e r close o n half a cen tu ry ' s T h i s cou ld b e filled by t he federal 
exper ience of Yugos lav ia a n d i ts a r m y , wi th i ts ma in ly Serb ian 
peoples, I a m unab le to tell a Se rb of f icers a n d c o m m u n i s t indoc-
from a Croa t . W h a t is m o r e t r ina t ion , a l though a l m o s t cer-
signif icant is t ha t they themse lves ta in ly a t the cost of fu r the r 
c a n n o t readi ly tell each o the r b loodshed . Ju s t w h o took the 
apar t . dec is ion t o send the a r m y in to 

O n l y w h e n he has d i scovered S lovenia is, amaz ing ly , still un -
where the m a n si t t ing next t o h i m clear. F o r h i s part , the federal 
in the ra i lway carr iage was b o r n p r i m e min i s te r declared that he 
a n d wha t his religion is (or w o u l d first hea rd of the m o v e on 
be if he h a d one) , can a n te levis ion. It s eems likely t ha t the 
O r t h o d o x Serb o r a Ca tho l i c a r m y acted o n its o w n ini t ia t ive, 
C roa t tell w h e t h e r he is ta lk ing to c l a iming as jus t i f i ca t ion tha t it 
a f r i end o r a n e n e m y . A n d even was its d u t y u n d e r the cons t i tu-
then , a f t e r m o r e t h a n 70 years of t ion to u p h o l d federa l law a n d 
in te rmarr iage , h e m a y find h e has secure Yugos lav ia ' s f ront iers , 
encoun t e r ed a Serbo-Croat , in T o d a y , w i t h o u t T i t o ' s un i t ing 
o t h e r words , a Yugoslav . in f luence , W e s t e r n m e d i a t o r s 

N o r d o t he s imilar i t ies s top h a v e e n c o u n t e r e d two apparen t ly 
there. Ta lk ing t o the poli t ical i r reconci lable po in t s o f view, 
leaders o f the six republ ics ove r U n d e r S lobodan Milosevic , their 
the past few years, 1 h a v e f o u n d v e h e m e n t l y na t iona l i s t leader, 
the i r a i m s to be a lmos t identical : the Serbs, whose republic is the 
a m u l t i p a r t y sys tem, a m a r k e t largest o f the six, a re ho ld ing o u t 
e c o n o m y , a un i t ed Yugos lav ia fo r a closely kn i t federal , un i t ed 
a n d early e n t r y i n t o Europe . Yugos lav ia , ruled from t he Ser-
Ideological d i f ferences , i n so f a r b i a n capi ta l o f Belgrade a n d in 
a s they exist , a r e u n i m p o r t a n t . ef fect u n d e r Se rb ian hegemony , 

A l m o s t all t he pol i t ical leaders as was the pre -war k i n g d o m of 
o f t he republ ics began the i r Yugoslavia . In th i s they a re 
careers, as they were b o u n d to, in s t rongly s u p p o r t e d by the neigh-
the o ld c o m m u n i s t par ty . S o m e b o u r i n g Montenegr ins , n o w m o r e 
of t h e m , no tab ly t he Croa t s a n d Serb ian t h a n t he Serbs. 
S lovenes , n o w d e n o u n c e "bo l - T h e recent dec la ra t ions of in-
s h e v i s m " m o r e empha t i ca l ly dependence ' by Slovenia a n d 
t h a n o thers , whi le all recognise, Croa t i a a n d t he Yugos l av federal 
wi th re f resh ing rea l i sm, t ha t c o m - a r m y ' s subsequen t i n t e rven t ion 
m u n i s m does n o t work . d ramat ica l ly aggravated a n al-

T h e d i f fe rences be tween Serbs r eady ser ious s i tua t ion . T h e sight 
a n d Croa t s r e m a i n his tor ical a n d o n te levis ion o f fighting Yugo-
tr ibal . T h e t w o n a t i o n s were slavs, o f t anks m o v i n g in to ac t ion 
un i t ed a m i d general rejoicing a n d a i rc ra f t s t ra f ing a n d b o m b i n g 
a f te r the first wor ld war, which " e n e m y " pos i t ions has been 
had been fought , a m o n g o the r deeply e m o t i v e to peop le wi th the 
object ives, t o br ing t h e m to- folk m e m o r i e s o f t he Yugoslavs , 
gether. O n c e together , they f o u n d Af t e r a ceasefire h a d been nego-
tha t they l iked each o the r less tiated a n d t he a r m y h a d agreed to 
t h a n they h a d expected . D u r i n g wi thdraw, the S lovenes (or so the 
the second wor ld var they fought a r m y said) c o n t i n u e d to harass 
side by s ide in T i to ' s Par t i sans , a them, d rawing f r o m G e n e r a l 
m e m o r y which he lped un i te t h e m Adzic , t he chief o f s taff and a Serb 
d u r i n g the pos t -war years. T i t o w h o s e fami ly was killed by C r o a t h imse l f , i t s h o u l d be r e m e m - quis l ings in t he second world war , 

Violent c lashes a re a l ready occur-
ring t h roughou t Croa t i a be tween 
Croat mil i t ia a n d local Serbs 
using the w a r t i m e n a m e of 
Chetn ik , a n d egged on by 
Belgrade. 

Moreove r , i f M r Mi losev ic 
were for a n y reason t o d i sappea r , 
h is place wou ld p r o m p t l y be 
taken by a n o t h e r u l t ra -na t iona l -
ist. In Croa t ia , l ikewise, a n y 
al te rna t ive to Pres iden t T u d j m a n 
wou ld be as m u c h of a na t iona l i s t 
as he is, if n o t m o r e so. T h e t w o 
na t iona l i sms feed on each o ther . 

S o m e in te rna l f ron t i e r s will 
p robab ly need t o b e sh i f ted a n d , 
where th i s p r o v e s imposs ib le , 
firm guaran tees g iven o f m i n o r i t y 
rights. I t h a s b e e n suggested tha t 
the republ ics migh t be fu r the r 
sub-d iv ided wi th in the i r b o u n d -
ar ies i n to a d m i n i s t r a t i v e regions 
on roughly e t h n i c l ines. W h a t 
degree o f accep tance any such 
se t t lement m i g h t w in is o p e n to 
d o u b t , b u t it wou ld a t least ave r t 
o r p o s t p o n e b loodshed . 

Europe's new interest in 
Yugoslav affairs is a 
welcome development, 
as is the ready response 

it has evoked from the Yugoslavs, 
who have been uneasily poised 
between East and West for the 
past 40 years, and. who now 
recognise that their best hope of 

Strongman: Tito,aealt firnsly with signs of nationalism. Without him Yugoslavia faces bloodshed 

a n angry ou tbu r s t to the e f f e c t 
tha t if the Croa t s and S l o v e n e s 
wanted a real waf tg they could 
h a v e one . 

Al though de te rmiped to rettain 
the i r ha rd -won independence, , f o r 
wh ich b o t h secured an o v e r -
w h e l m i n g majority/in free e l ec -
t ions , they have in p r i n c i p l e 
agreed to a looser Y u g o s l a v 
confedera t ion , negot ia ted be-

tween sovereign states, as h a v e 
Bosnia a n d Macedon ia , the t w o 
remaining republics. 

'Vhy shou ld n o t the six repub-
lic:^ if they d o n o t wan t to stay 
together , s imply split u p m o r e o r 
les:; amicab ly on the l ines of their 
present f ront iers? T h e t rouble is 
t h s t M r Milosevic ' s e thn ic a n d 
t e r i t o r i a l d e m a n d s are by n o 
m e a n s l imi ted to his own republ ic 

o f Serbia. T h e y inc lude t he 10 per 
cent Serb ian e thn ic minor i ty in 
Croatia scattered, to make thing? 
worse, all o v e r t he coun t ry , a n d 
t h e mi l l ion-p lus Serbs i n Bosnia-
Hercegovina . M o r e o v e r h e has Sir Fitzroy Maclean was 

a t t e n t i o n frorrf t h e m o s t p re s s ing 
p r o b l e m o f all: t h e s ta te o f t h e 
nat iona l e c o n o m y . . W i t h i ts 
except ional h u m a n a n d na tu ra l 
resources Yugos lav ia cou ld , h a v -
ing shaken of f t he shackles o f 
social ism, b e o n e . o f t h e . m o s t 
p rospe rous coun t r i e s in E u r o p e . 
However , a t a t i m e w h e n the*} 
shou ld be concen t ra t ing o i f 
recovery, t he Yugos lavs are , t j 
the i r in te rnec ine feuding , ru in ing 
the i r chances o f a t t rac t ing the 
foreign he lp a n d i n v e s t m e n t they 
so badly need, a n d a re ser iously 
pre judic ing the i r h o p e s o f eve r 
get t ing i n to t he E u r o p e a n C o m -
m u n i t y . F o r Yugos lav ia t o re-
lapse i n to civi l w a r a n d t u r m o i l 
w o u l d b e a d i s a s t e r f o r all. 

the 
m a d e it a b u n d a n t l y c l e a r tha t , if brigadier commanding the Briti sh 

iilitary mission to the Yugoslav necessary, h e will fight f o r wha t 
he regards as his people ' s rights. 
A n d w h e n a Serb (or a n y o the r 
Yugos lav) says fight, he m e a n s it. 

military mission to the Yugo*,, 
partisans, 1943-5. His books in-
clude Eas te rn A p p r o a c h e s and 
Ti to . 
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